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 BULLETIN #4                       November 26, 2020 

Dates to Remember …. 
Friday, November 27  Professional Development Day 
December 21 -31  School closed for Winter Break 
Monday, January 4  Welcome back! 
 
(See our website at morley.burnabyschools.bc.ca for the full year’s schedule)  

 
Land-Based Learning at Morley 
During this pandemic year, one of our School Growth Plan goals 
is to learn about the land that we are on and its history.  We want 
all students to be able to speak, write or draw about this learning.   
As part of the BC curriculum, many subject areas have a focus 
on Indigenous perspectives and world views.  We also can 
connect this learning to the Core Competencies of the BC 
curriculum.   
A starting point for some classrooms and teachers is to embrace 
the First People’s Principles of Learning.  This document is an 
Indigenous perspective or educational philosophy on teaching 
and learning.  Educators weave this document into their lesson 
and unit planning as they are important ways to teach and 
learn. 
It is so exciting to see how engaged children are in learning 
outdoors or about the outdoors.  Teachers are speaking about 
how curious students are and that they have so many questions.  
These questions can then become a focus for learning in the 
classrooms and teachers can facilitate their interests and embed 
them in their curricular planning.  Students are using their 
observation skills and increasing their vocabulary.     

We also know that there are so many mental and physical 
health benefits to being outdoors.  Just think about how 
you feel after a walk in a forested trail, seeing nature, 
perhaps hearing water and animal sounds, and how this 
calms our bodies and minds.  We hope that these 
moments of outdoor learning are reaching your homes 
and your dinner tables, and that you too are seeing how 
excited the students are about the learning (although we 
may have some learners who dislike walking uphill!).  

 
 

http://morley.sd41.bc.ca/
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/competencies


Dress for the Weather 
A reminder to all students and parents: students will be going outside no matter 
what the weather. Please ensure that your child arrives at school prepared to 
spend some time outdoors. This includes a warm/waterproof jacket, boots or 
waterproof footwear, mittens and hats for when the weather is cold or an 
umbrella. Children need fresh air and exercise to stay healthy and thrive. 
 

Late Parents 
As part of our Covid-19 Health and Safety structures we must dismiss our learning groups on a 
staggered schedule.  We are finding that some parents are not arriving on time, so I am 
providing the staggered schedule for reference.   
Teachers have many duties at the end of the day that they must do before preparing to go 
home.  This includes lesson planning for the following day, photocopying, attending meetings, 
and some of our staff members must go to an online Zoom University course as they are 
working on their Masters degree or a Diploma program.  Other teachers may need to get 
home or pick up their own children from daycare and they come to work early in the morning 
to get all their preparation work done.  While 5 or 10 minutes late may not seem like a “big 
deal” to some parents, it can be for our teachers when it occurs multiple times or by multiple 
families in a class. 
If guardians/parents are late, you will need to come to the front door to get your child.  While 
there are times when something unexpected happens (a really bad traffic situation), we ask 
that you call ahead and let Ms. Walters know and we can let the teacher know in advance.   
Please note that this is not a service the office is providing because it is as inconvenient for 
Ms. Walters, Mr. Hunter or Mrs. Pitt to have to look after children after school hours.   
We encourage all families to have a back up plan in the case of an emergency.  A neighbor, 
an older student, who can help in getting your child home on time and safely. 
 

Teacher Learning 
Group 

Start 
Time 

Recess Lunch 
(eating) 

Lunch 
(playing) 

End 
time 

End 
time 

Weds 

Ms. Jai & Ms. Triemstra 1 8:40 10:15 12:05 12:30 2:55 1:55 
Mr. Kenney & Ms. Gilstead 2 8:50 10:30 12:35 12:00 3:05 2:05 

Ms. Vallance & Ms. Thibodeau 3 8:40 10:15 12:05 12:30 2:55 1:55 

Ms. Binng & Ms. Lam 4 8:50 10:30 12:35 12:00 3:05 2:05 

Ms. Bonar & Ms. Kler 5 8:40 10:15 12:05 12:30 2:55 1:55 

Ms. Chahal & Ms. VanBalkom 6 8:50 10:30 12:35 12:00 3:05 2:05 

Ms. Hutchinson & Ms. Cipparrone/Ms. 
Harrison 

7 8:40 10:15 12:05 12:30 2:55 1:55 

Ms. Harstone & Ms. Baker 8 8:50 10:30 12:35 12:00 3:05 2:05 

 
Late Students 
This school year teachers are having to complete Health Checks with each student upon 
their arrival at school. This is a very time-consuming process that is made more difficult if 
children are arriving to school late.  Once teachers begin instruction, they cannot stop to go 
back and do Health checks with students, so the door will be closed. 



If your child arrives to school late and the exterior classroom door is locked, please go to the 
front door and ring the doorbell. A staff member will meet you at the front door, do the health 
check, and send your child off to class via the indoor hallway. 
It is important that your child comes to school every day on time so that they can get the 
best education possible in the safest way possible. We know you value the education and 
safety of your child and important routines happen at the beginning of the day to get calm 
and ready to learn.  Please help us do the best we can by sending your child to school on 
time. 
Thank you for your assistance. 
 

Staff Parking Lot 
A gentle reminder to all parents/guardians that the staff parking lot is 
FOR MORLEY STAFF MEMBERS ONLY. It is not to be used as a drop off 
zone for your child or for you to park while you walk your child to their 
classroom. We currently have over 65 staff members all expecting to 
park in our parking lots each morning. If parents are using the parking 
lot as a drop-off zone it creates stress for our employees who have 
trouble finding parking. It is also a safety concern if students are walking 

through the parking lot at dismissal time. They are running to get into your vehicle but are not 
looking at cars that may be backing out. Many of our Education Assistants are leaving right 
at 3:00 to get to second jobs. The parking lot needs to be clear of children and parents. Also, 
a reminder that the handicap zone is for vehicles displaying a handicap tag only. IT IS NOT A 
PICK UP/DROP OFF ZONE. Please help us ensure the safety of all children by obeying all traffic 
regulations. Thank you. 
 
Grade 6 School Immunizations for the 2020/21 School Year 
Public Health will begin the school immunization program for this year’s Grade 6 students in 
January 2021. They will also provide catch-up immunizations to students who did not 
complete their immunizations last school year or over the summer.  If you have any questions, 
please contact the Burnaby Health Unit at 604-918-7605. 
 
Pancake Breakfast – CANCELLED 
In following the guidelines set out by Dr. Bonnie Henry 
and her team, our Pancake Breakfast  
Event cannot happen this year.  The school will be 
finding other ways to spread holiday cheer and we 
will definitely have a pajama day to celebrate going 
on Winter Break.  Stay tuned! 
 
 

        

http://kwizgiver.blogspot.com/2011_10_01_archive.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


 
COVID-19 Personal Practices for All Public Spaces: 
A reminder to the Morley community: Please follow public health measures recently 
announced by Dr. Bonnie Henry and reduce your risks when participating in personal and 
social activities by following the personal practices below: 

• Stay home if you feel sick or have any symptoms, even if mild. 
• Avoid physical contact with others.  Dr. Henry has restricted all gatherings or visiting 

with others.  You should only be with your immediate household members. 
• Wear a non-medical mask or face covering when:  

o indoors in public spaces 
o indoors or outdoors in closed spaces, crowded places and close contact 

situations where you can't keep 2 metres away from others 
o masks are now required when going to indoor businesses  

• Cough and sneeze into a tissue or the bend of your arm (and throw away the tissue 
and wash your hands immediately) 

• Keep 2 metres away from anyone who doesn't live with you or isn't in your small and 
consistent social circle. 

• Wash your hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds or carry hand sanitizer 
containing at least 60% alcohol.  

o Wash or sanitize your hands often, especially:  
 before eating or drinking 
 when you enter and exit a building 
 after you touch common and frequently touched surfaces or objects 

• Read signs posted at entrances before entering the building and follow the public 
health measures in place. 

A reminder to all parents: when picking up or dropping off your child at school, we ask that 
you keep a 2 metre distance from other parents. If you cannot maintain a 2 metre distance, 

we ask that you follow the B.C. guidelines of wearing a mask or face covering. 

Thank you for doing your part to help keep the spread of COVID-19 away. 

 
 

 
 

Friday, November 27th is a professional 
development day. Students do NOT 
attend school.       

https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection/symptoms.html#s
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/drugs-health-products/disinfectants/covid-19/hand-sanitizer.html
http://edm310.blogspot.com/2012_12_01_archive.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
http://the1709blog.blogspot.com/2015/05/the-age-of-eu-copyright-reform-event.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/

